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54th Annual Mount Michael Fall Festival 
Sunday September 20th, 2009          11am - 7pm 

W e invite you to get carried away to the 
54th annual Fall Festival at 11am Sunday, 

September 20, 2009.  We have something for 
each member of your family to enjoy.  There 
will be lots of games, amusement rides, food 
and farmer’s market shopping to enjoy.  Come 
as a family, reminisce and make new friends.  
 Entertainment is top notch this year!  
Omaha Prime will serenade the midway starting 
at 11:30 with their harmonious barber shop 
quartet music.  At 2:00pm we will be featuring 
Britt Nicole.  Her single “The Lost Get Found” 
just shot to #1 on the Christian music charts.  
She brings the Christian revival spirit with 
her to every show.  And of course the night 

would not be complete without rocking out with The Rumbles.  Back by popular 
demand, The Rumbles will take the stage at 5pm.
 Games this year rank supreme! We have a 22’ Cliff hanger slide that will 
challenge the adventure seeker in all of us! Come race friends, family and teachers!! 
Also we have an inflatable boxing ring.  Show off your boxing skills and challenge 
your friends.  Again this year we will have carnival rides running all day, horse 
back rides, and hayrack rides.  We will also feature our delicious cake tent.  And 
for the little rascals we have the Kiddie Korral.  
 Don’t  forget, on your  way in or out, to visit the farmer’s market, the flea 
market and the guest house.  Father John has had an excellent growing season 
and has lots of fresh vegetables to choose from.  You don’t want to pass up the 
treasures to be found at the flea market and the guest house! 
 Come hungry and excited; this year’s festival is packed full of fun for the 
family.  Our festival has free admission, parking, and entertainment.  We look forward 
to seeing you at the 54th annual festival.  All proceeds go to benefit the various 
missions throughout the year in the monastic community.

WWW.MOUNTMICHAEL.ORG

For more information or to sign up to volunteer for a shift, please contact the development 
of! ce at (402)253-0950 or email events@mountmichael.org 



A letter fr om the Abbot 

A s another fall arrives the days shorten, the trees and plants begin to 
show signs of winter preparations, and students and teachers return 

to school.  The start of a new school year combines a mix of excitement, 
anticipation, uncertainty and perhaps even a little dread.  Education is a 
great adventure.  There is no substitute for the buoyant energy that young 
people bring to any activity.  There is no substitute for the satisfaction of 
uncovering new vistas of knowledge to eager young minds.  Less happily, 
there is no guarantee that every undertaking will be brought to a successful 
conclusion.  And it all takes work – sometimes lots of hard work on the part 
of all involved.
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 In spite of the effort required, no one doubts the value of an education.  In a world in which we cannot 
even de" ne the challenges which we will face tomorrow, the best preparation is to arm young minds with 
$ exible tools which will enable them to " nd answers to questions which have not yet been formulated.  That 
is certainly an aim, though hardly the only one, of an education at Mount Michael.  Such preparation is not 
without cost.
 One of the ways in which we try to minimize costs to students at Mount Michael is by relying on the 
support of generous benefactors.  It doesn’t hurt to throw in a little fun.  For years, the Fall Festival has helped 
support the community and the school at Mount Michael.  The festival is an opportunity for the entire Mount 
Michael family - the monks, the faculty and staff, the students, their families, alumni along with their families 
and many friends of Mount Michael - to come together to enjoy one another and all the activities that go along 
with the Festival.
 Bundled in with all the fun surrounding the Festival is a bit of education for our students, a chance at 
some subliminal learning.  All that we have is a gift from a generous God.  People who recognize God’s 
generosity respond in kind.  They give as they are able.  All the wonderful visitors to the Fall Festival are 
doing their part to help.  They give – hopefully while having a great time – so that the students can reap the 
bene" ts of an unparalleled educational experience.  One day we expect that the students who reap the bene" ts 
of this remarkable Mount Michael experience will remember to pay back a little so that somewhere, someone 
else will in turn bene" t from their generosity.
         Abbot Michael Liebl, O.S.B.  

September 2009
 19th,  Fall Youth Rally 
 20th,  Fall Festival 
October 2009
 6th,   Grandparents Night @ 6:30 
November 2010
 1st,   Donations Due for Night of Knights 
 22nd,   MM Open House*
      *Correction from last issue
Feburary 2010
 10th,   Annual Mom Prom 
April 2010 
 10th,   Night of Knights
May 2010 
 16th,  Graduation 
June 2010 
 4th,   Alumni Golf Classic 
 5th,   Alumni Reunion

Save the Dates!
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Countries visited: 
France

Switzerland 
Germany 

Questions:  Kim Volpone
402.253.0964

kvolpone@mountmichael.org
All Are Welcome!! 

Joi n Abb ot Michael Liebl, O.S.B. 
on a Benedi cti ne Heritage Tour 

May  5th - 15th 2010

Abb ot Michael Liebl, O.S.B.  



Ernie Schabauer ‘81

Glenn Moritz, father of Mitch, ‘94

Lorraine O’Neill, grandmother of Brian O’Neill ‘96 and 
Richard Akromis, ‘03

Louise Pieper Freeburg, grandmother of John Pieper ‘04

Correction: Anne Hahn, mother of Robert ‘66 and David ‘69, 
grandmother to Matthew ‘01

Dolores (Hoesing) Hawkins, wife of James Cook’59 (dec.1979)

Harley Ann Beyer, June 12th, 2009 
4lb. 3oz. 

Daughter of Chris Beyer ‘96 

Joseph Charles, July 20, 2009 
6+ lbs 

Son of Dan ‘04 and Beth Gard 

Kiera Marie, July 31st, 2009
7lb. 2oz

Daughter of Patrick and Jennifer Moylan

Jake Smith ‘97 and Monique Huston married June 25th

Blake Suing ‘05 and Amy Gamm married July 25th 

Dave Foley ‘99 and Jill Hickman married May 30th

of Masses you wish to have celebrated for your particular 
Abbey welcomes the requests for 

will see to it that the Masses are celebrated 

fering you make should correspond with that suggested 
by the diocese in which you reside.  

Often inquiries are made about our memorials, for relatives and 
friends, living or deceased.  At Mount Michael one can enroll 
families or friends in our memorial foundation.  This consists 
of daily remembrance at the Eucharist and the Divine Of" ce by 
the monks of Mount Michael Abbey.  Upon enrollment, we will 

notify the family with a card.  

The suggested offering for this memorial enrollment is: 
INDIVIDUAL 

One Year      %50 
Five Year     %100
Lifetime      %250 

FAMILY 
One Year     %100
Five Years     %200 
Lifetime      %500
For a donation of %1,000 or more, the name will be enrolled in 
our memorial book.  

Wed ding s

Bir ths

Please remember in your praye rs 

those who h ave  died  

Announcemen ts  

MASS INTENTIONS

MEMORIALS
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Construction is underway on the new bell tower! A dear friend of Mount Michael 
anonymously donated the funds for a new home for the abbey bell. The bell 

was the original abbey bell at Conception Abbey in northwest Missouri and was 
later given to Mount Michael in 1964.  The new bell tower will provide the bell with 

a proper home.  Mount Michael alumnus Jim Classe ‘84 is the primary architect.  
A rendering of the bell tower is pictured here and more like it can be found on the 
abbey website at www.mountmichael.org.  If you would like to be a part of this 
project, you can participate by making a donation for the bricks, which can be 

engraved. Bricks are %1,000 each and will surround the tower.  
Contact Kim Volpone at the Development Of" ce 

for more information at 402-253-0964.

Bel l Tower Bricks



A letter fr om the Presi den t  
Mount Michael & The Recession 
   Are you wondering....

hired the best teachers we could and Christian morality demands we give them a decent salary.  This is not to 
say anyone is going to get rich working for the Church.   
 Our employees look upon their work as ministry, a ministry to provide good Catholic education for our 
future leaders.   Thanks to grants received, we were able this summer to make additional technical improvements 
in the school and freshen up part of the school with new paint.  You can read about this in other articles in this 
issue of the Michaeleen.  
 But this does not mean we are not affected at all by the recession.  Some of our students from last year 
were unable to return this year because of the recession and others didn’t apply for the same reason.  We wish 
we had more scholarship funds to offer.  Furthermore we looked seriously into hiring a food service company 
for our students but " nancially it was out of our reach and beyond our budget for the time being.  Hopefully we 
will be able to proceed this year.  
 We have serious plans drawn up for signi" cant improvements for the school and for athletics but we 
cannot go into debt.  Our " nancial advisors tell us before we can go into million dollar projects we have to have 
100 percent of the fund promised and 75 percent in hand.  We are not the United States government, so we are 
not allowed to just print money! 
 Every day at Mass after the Our Father we pray “Deliver us, Lord, from every evil…and protect us 
from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope…” I often catch myself smiling interiorly when we say that prayer 
because there are anxieties.  There are " nancial dangers still ahead and serious times for Catholic education and 
our country.  Those in the know say the present recession is not over and the “all clear” has not sounded yet.  
 God has been good to us at Mount Michael and provided for our needs in the past.  It would be 
ungracious for us to think He will not provide for us today and tomorrow.  So we look forward with con" dence 
to our future and to the time we can fully implement our " ve year strategic plan.  
God’s blessing on you.

         Abbot Raphael Walsh, O.S.B.  

A re you wondering how the present economic recession has affected Mount 
Michael?  It has not left us unscathed but thanks to sound " nancial advice 

and thrift insisted upon by our business managers we have been able to fend off 
severe cuts others have had to make.  
At Mount Michael there have been no layoffs and no salary cuts.  In fact we 
were able to give our employees a modest cost of living increase and we were 
able to hire four new teachers as additions to staff or as replacements.  We were 
also able to hire two new employees in the Development Of" ce and one new 
employee in the Finance Of" ce as replacements.  
Because  we  want  to live in the commitment  Mount Michael has made we 
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Construction continues on Bell Tower The hallways received a fresh coat of paint to start the year 



Impr ove ments around the Mount

This summer Mount Michael received a facelift that extends 
throughout the school, from the cheerfully painted classrooms 

to the vibrant school colors adorning the hallways and the dining 
room.  However, the school’s improvements do not stop at the 
surface; several new technologies herald vast improvements 
in the quality of education and administration at the Mount.  
The changes start with the replacement of a slow and outdated 
grading program with the newest version of MMS for Schools.  
The program is sure to bene" t students, parents and teachers alike 
with its more functional design.  Grades will be much easier to 
access in their online format, and teachers will even have the 
convenience of being able to enter grades from home.  The program 
will also offer teachers and administrators a faster way to publish 
grades to report cards by eliminating the dif" culty of transferring 
each student’s scores between computer programs every quarter.
 Even more exciting is the installation of ActivBoards in 
thirteen classrooms at the Mount.  Although they are similar to 
white boards in appearance, the ActivBoards are remarkable tools 
for teachers in every subject area.  The boards have both video and 

audio capability and offer a wide array of 
teaching possibilities; a geometry teacher 
can quickly create and measure angles 
using a virtual protractor, while an English 
teacher can display a poem for the class to 
analyze cooperatively.   The ActivBoards 
will certainly bene" t students by stimulating 
interest in lesson material and promoting a 
more interactive classroom environment.
 On the horizon for the Mount are 
wireless internet, laptops for teachers 
and the addition of ActivBoards to a few 
classrooms that this year will have to 
go without.  But for the present, Mount 
Michael can be proud of its technological 
advancements—and grateful for the 
generosity of the donations and grants 
that made these advancements possible.
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Senior Lukas Ramsey annotating a poem on the 
ActivBoard

Mrs. Marilynn Theis enjoys her renovated classroom and ActivBoard

Technological improvements and ActivBoards added to the Computer Lab 

Mrs. Melinda Plendl prepares her classroom for 
the new school year. 
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A newly painted “Round Table” dining room

Thank you to all the helping 
hands that made these 

improvements possible""

Check out ALL our 
improvements around The Mount!!

North Wall of “Round Table” Dining Room Knight’s Pride on the South Wall 

Gym ! oor was renovated 

“Let each one give 
according as he has 
determined in his 

heart; not grudgingly 
or from compulsion; 

for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”
 (2 Corinthians 9:7)
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Camp
 St. 

Joh n  

For many years I have grown many $ owers on the grounds of Mount Michael’s campus. However, 
this summer, 2009, is the " rst time that I have ever provided $ owers for a wedding. For several 

summers Blake Suing, alum of 2005, worked for Mount Michael on the grounds crew. He became an 
admirer of the garden and along with his " ancée, Amy Gamm, asked if they could use our $ owers for 
their wedding, from Mount Michael’s garden.   
 The Gamm Family asked one of their friends to put the arrangements together.  I was delighted to 
work with the accomplished designer, Kris McKibber.  Kris is a very creative and energetic individual 
with an incredible eye for arrangements even while the $ owers are still in the garden. On July 25th, 
2009, the wedding day of Amy and Blake, $ owers from Mount Michael’s garden graced St. Cecilia’s 
Cathedral in Omaha and the Harper Center at Creighton where their reception was held.    
 We will be able to experience Kris’ expertise even more as she will be using material from the 
Flea Market (baskets and vases), $ owers from the garden, and dried $ owers that are stored in the barn 
at Journey’s End Farm to make her creations. 
 Kris McKibber will be an added special feature to the Farmer’s Market this year. Of course, the 
Farmer’s Market will have all its usual items for sale. Please come to the festival this year and check 
out this new feature of Kris McKibber’s arrangements from Mount Michael’s garden.

Garden Treasures

Father John Hagemann, O.S.B. 

Each Spring, I have contemplated ways to keep my sons busy during the summer while 
i am at work.  The $ yers and ads come home from school and the boys want to “do it 

all”.  Some don’t make the list but Camp St. John has been a tradition in our home for years 
and the tradition was handed down from uncles and cousins; from alumni to future Mount 
Michael students.  Camp St. John in one of those adentures that i continue to hear stories 
about well into the fall.  I love to listen to my boys share tales of camp even thought there 
is a ten year difference in their ages.  They laugh and compare and the tales grow! They 
have their memories of camp and boyhood and i have my memories of my little boys! 

Parent of a Camp St. John Camper

Summer Hap pen ing s 
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Schedule of Events
4:00pm  Campus O pen s to Public 

5:00pm  Mass Outs ide  
6:00pm  Meal/Social

7:00pm  Welc ome  
7:10pm  Ma tt  & Dave (Mus ic Message)

8:00pm  Youth Testimonials
8:30pm Ador ati on 

9:00pm  Ma tt  & Dave Message 
9:20pm  Announcemen ts

Pri ze Give Aw ays  
9:30pm Ice  Cream Social 

10:00pm  Co ncl ude 

This coming fall, on September 19th, Mount Michael will be hosting its " rst ever youth rally with its 
theme taken from Jeremiah 29:11.  The Campus will be open to the public at 4:00pm.  All guests will 

be greeted at our check point.  Here, admission will be collected or pre-registrants will be checked in, given 
meal tickets, and given their free t-shirt. Admission is %7 the night of the event; this includes a meal of hot 
dog, chips, pop and ice cream during the social.  T-shirts will be on sale for %10 each.   Lit parking is available 
in the " eld.  Parent volunteers will be directing traf" c $ ow.  The night will begin with the celebration of Mass 
outside at 5pm followed by music provided by one of Mount Michael’s own student bands, Oranz Bis. 
 This year’s Youth Rally will be hosted by the M.O.B. (Men of Benedict, Mount Michael’s Youth 
Group), but led by Matt and Dave Regitz of Prince of Peace Youth Ministry in Houston, Texas. Matt and Dave 
will deliver the main segment of the evening with their many gifts in ministry, including music, that truly 
bring people closer to God.  
 Matt Regitz has been a full time youth minister at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Houston for 7 
years.  He graduated from Texas A&M University with an engineering sales degree, and then graduated from 
the University of St. Thomas with a Masters in Theological Studies.  Matt sold oil" eld equipment and wore 
a suit and tie everyday before radically changing career paths.  He loves sharing God’s hopeful and healing 
message to the heads, hearts, and souls of teenagers.  In his spare time he loves competing at the highest 
recreational level of any sport where his 5’9” stature is not an obstacle.  Matt met his wife, Stephanie, in 
college, married in 2001, and has 5 children: Athan 3; Becket 1; Mary Clare passed away in June 06; Declan 
and Adrian were born into heaven.  
 Dave Regitz has been a full time Youth Minister at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Houston for 
6 years.  He graduated from Texas A&M University with an engineering sales degree, then started in youth 
ministry in Byran, TX while teaching high school technology at a Catholic School.  He took his music 
ministry on the road full time before coming back to Houston to work in Youth Ministry.  Dave recorded four 
albums and produced other musicians’ projects in his Wild Bear Recording Studio.  Give him a guitar and a 
microphone and he will allow the Spirit to lead the worship.  In Dave’s spare time he can be found building, 
wiring, or coding everything from microphones to airplanes.  He met his wife, Nicole, in high school, married 
in 2005, and has two children: Ben 3 and Asher 6 months.    
 The Youth Rally is intended for youth 6th grade and up across Omaha, including the whole diocese.  
Mount Michael is extending the invitation for this amazing experience to all faiths as a way to bring us all 
together to worship “Our God,” making it a powerful experience regardless of religious background. This 
Youth Rally is a way to show the people of our Archdiocese and Omaha that Mount Michael is an amazing 
place, with values that center on community, prayer, and of course Jesus Christ. 

In Partnership with 

Need more information? 
Contact the Development Of" ce 

402.253.0950
events@mountmichael.org

Visit our website
www.mountmichaelhs.com

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.

    (JEREMIAH 29:11)
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Alumni News

“ Mt. Michael taught me how to study and learn, how to compete and be a good sportsman, and the disci-
pline to lead the organized adventure I call life.  ! ese are skills I use every day and extend across every 

culture around the world.º

          ~Byron Stigge `95

“ Join the Navy and see the world.”  A memorable recruiting slogan of the U. S. Navy.  
We should like to think that an education at Mount Michael holds similar promise,  

perhaps with a little less peril, not necessarily with less adventure.  Any number of alums 
could recount ways in which their educational foundation at Mount Michael enabled them 
to travel the world.  Few, however, might match the remarkable experience of Byron Stigge.
Byron graduated from Mount Michael in 1995.  Upon graduation from Washington 
University in St. Louis in 1999, he held degrees in both Civil Engineering and 
Architecture.  In 2001 he completed a Master of Science in Building Technology 
at MIT.  In 2005 he " nished a Master of Design Studies from the Graduate 

School of Design at Harvard University.  That is just Byron’s educational background to date.  Byron 
currently is employed by Buro Happold Engineers, a multi disciplinary design " rm with 23 of" ces 
in 14 countries.  Byron has worked in of" ces in London and Bath but currently works out of New York.
To give a little idea of the demands on Byron’s time, in the 2008 calendar year he took 182 $ ights.  That 
amounts to an airline $ ight every other day.  He visited too many cities to list in the United States.  He 
traveled to 54 different cities in 18 countries.  An abridged version of that list would include Jakarta, 
Indonesia; London, England; Mumbai, India; Shanghai, China; Singapore, Singapore; Tokyo, Japan; Sidney, 
Australia; Vienna, Austria;  Zurich, Switzerland; Moscow, Russia; Johannesburg, South Africa; Nairobi, 
Kenya; Kigali, Rwanda; Stockholm, Sweden; Athens, Greece; Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Sao Paolo, 
Brazil.  That is a travel log that most people would be happy to complete in a lifetime, much less one year.
Byron’s architectural and engineering expertise takes him to such diverse locations around the world.  He is 
currently involved in a number of projects.  But the ones described below give a taste of the work in which 
he and his company are involved.  At the former El Toro Marine Base in Irvine, California, he is helping 
create a public park on 1400 acres of land.  In collaboration with the Columbia University Earth Institute, he 
is involved with a pro-bono demonstration project called Millennium Vil lages.  The project hopes to meet the 
UN Millennium Development Goals in 12 village clusters in rural Africa  Byron is working on a 1500 acre 
redevelopment plan called the Northside St. Louis Regeneration Plan.  The project hopes to attract over 50,000 
jobs, a new street trolley, new schools, " re stations, parks and new buildings to one of the nation’s most challenged 
neighborhoods.  And if that was not enough to keep him busy, he is responsible for a 10,000 acre master plan 
north of Pune, India.  The Indian government plans to build an eco-industrial city for over one million people.
Simply recounting Byron’s travel schedule and work load negates the need for any superlatives. 
We were fortunate to catch him this year on one day in New York when he was not out of town. We 
were there visiting alumni in the area, many of whom have their own interesting stories to tell. All 
would agree, I believe, that Mount Michael was the " rst step on the way to something extraordinary.

WWW.MOUNTMICHAEL.ORG

We really would like to have your email address
Would you rather receive your edition of the Michaeleen newsletter online? _____Yes ______No 
Would you like to be kept up-to-date on Mount Michael events? ______Yes ______No 
Send us your e-mail address whether you’ve answered “yes” to either of the above questions or not. 
Send your answers and e-mail address to development@mountmichael.org, or call 402.253-0953. 
This information will not be shared with any other organization. 
You may also " ll out the information below and mail to:Development Of" ce, 22520 Mount Michael Road., Elkhorn, 
NE 68022. 
Name________________________________________________________________________________
Address/City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________
Phone_(_______)_______________________________    Birthday_____________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________________________________________
Alumni year if Alumni_____________________________ 
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Bit s & Pieces 

as guests.  We don’t have a large guest facility as some 
abbeys do, but we do have a few rooms in the abbey 
and our small farm house which serve us and our guests 
well.  Brother Jerome, our Guest Master, is kept busy 
making sure the guest bedrooms are always made up and 
stocked with what is needed for a peaceful stay at Mount 
Michael.  I served as Guest Master for several years in 
the early ‘80s, and I know that as soon as a bed is in need 
of making unexpected guests are bound to arrive.  Well, 
Saint Benedict says in his Rule that “guests are never 
lacking.” 
      I have said many times that some day I am going to 
write a book about the “most memorable” students I have 
had over the years.  Some guys are so “memorable” that 
they will get an entire chapter.
One such student is Steve Britt, ’79.  Steve, his wife 
Briggite, and three sons were our guests for lunch one 
day in early August.  They spent several hours with us; 
as with all of our alums, it was great to visit with Steve 
and his family.  They live most of the year in Cologne, 
Germany, Briggite’s hometown; in Nebraska, they have 
a home in Morse Bluff.
     I told Steve that I would highlight him in a future 
MICHAELEEN article.  In his years since graduating 
from Mount Michael and the University of Chicago, his 
life has taken him from working for Supreme Court Justice 
Warren Berger, to the Greek isles, to the University of 
Paris, Cologne, Briggite and, of course, his three sons.
     One quick story about Steve and Briggite:  They 
were one of the " rst couples that I married as a young 
priest.  A few days before the wedding Steve comes to 
me and asks if another priest could attend the wedding.  
Sure, no problem with that.  I ask if the priest planned 
on concelebrating.  No, he just asked for a chair and 
a kneeler in the sanctuary.  No problem.  Who is this 
priest?  Do I know him?  Yes, you know him; he is 
Archbishop Daniel Sheehan.  Problem:  My nervousness 
level had just risen ten-fold.  Why was the Archbishop 
attending this wedding?  Steve’s grandmother was 
one of the Archbishop’s teachers in his hometown of 
Emerson, Nebraska.  The Archbishop wanted to honor 
his former teacher.  Well, although I was very nervous, 
the Archbishop was very gracious, as he always was.  In 

GUESTS.  Each summer 
brings many guests to 

the abbey.  This summer has 
been no exception.  Families of 
the monks, monks from other 
abbeys, alumni, retreatants, 
friends of the monks, and 
sometimes just strangers all 
make their way to the abbey 

Father Richard Thell, O.S.B. 

the sacristy before Mass he put me very much at ease 
and Steve and Briggite had a beautiful wedding to 
remember.
     TABLE READING:  What are we listening too during 
our evening meal?  Many of you have let me know that 
you like to follow our reading list.  We " n ished some 
weeks ago THE GREATEST GIFT by Binka Le Breton.  
This book is about the courageous life and martyrdom 
of Sister Dorothy Stang.  Sister Dorothy was born and 
raised in Ohio, became a nun, and spent most of her life 
ministering to the poor in rural Brazil.  On February 12, 
2005, she was shot and killed by two hired gunmen.  One 
of the book reviews says that this book is an “expose 
not only of greed and violence, but also of faith and 
simple love.”  To date no one has been charged with her 
murder.
     We are currently listening to ONE CHRISTMAS IN 
WASHINGTON by David J. Bercuson and Holger H. 
Herwig.  This is a fascinating, in-depth look at the weeks 
between December 1941 and January 1942 when two 
powerful men, Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill 
met at the White House to form the Grand Alliance which 
would help defeat Hitler.  The book contains not only 
the crafty political maneuvering of each man, but it also 
gives us a look some of the “everyday” habits of two 
powerful world leaders.  For example, Churchill did not 
like his assigned bedroom (the Lincoln Bedroom), so he 
wandered around the White House till he found a room 
he liked.  Churchill made a lot of demands on the White 
House staff; they were always to have his cigars and 
brandy (by the tumbler full) at the ready.  Needless to say 
this did not endure him to his hostess, Eleanor Roosevelt; 
she and the Englishman did not get along.
     Our next book will be THE NATIONAL PARKS:  
AMERICA’S BEST IDEA by Dayton Duncan and Ken 
Burns.  This book corresponds to the PBS television show 
that began in September.  Who does not love our National 
Park system?  Yet we know so little about the dreams, 
struggles, and men who were responsible for these great 
wonders.  
     AND FINALLY:   By the time you get this issue 
of the MICHAELEEN we will be well into the start of 
a new school year at Mount Michael.  During our " rst 
faculty meeting in August, I referred the faculty to “The 
Ten Hallmarks of a Benedictine Education.”  This paper 
was presented as part of a meeting held by the ABCU 
(Association of Benedictine Colleges and Universities).   
When reading the article it is easy to make the transition 
from a college scenario to a Benedictine prep-school 
setting.  Some of you MICHAELEEN readers might 
enjoy this article.  You can " nd it online; if you do a title 
search you should " nd it right away. 
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LIMITED WINDOW TO MAKE TAX-FREE IRA DISTRIBUTIONS

Mount Michael Benedictine is very grateful for its many generous donors who support the school 
and abbey through a variety of " nancial gifts.  The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 

allows for individuals age 70 ½ or older to transfer any amount up to %100,000 from a traditional or Roth 
IRA directly to Mount Michael Benedictine without claiming this transfer as income.   The withdrawal 

must come from the IRA administrator.  

For further information or to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact your " nancial planner, or 
call the Mount Michael Development Director, Kimberly Volpone at 402.253.0964.

Gifts must be completed by December 31, 2009

I t is hard to believe that September has arrived and the school year has begun.   With school beginning we have 
many projects under way: new round tables and chairs for the student dining hall, drafting room computers 

and accessories and wireless network for the school.  Thank you to all the parents that made it possible to have 
a newly painted student dining hall and for the donations towards the tables, chairs and drafting room project.  
With your ongoing dedication and support we hope to have these projects completed by the end of this semester.  
October begins the kick-off of the Annual Appeal.  Please watch for an upcoming mailing that will give you the 
information of where to send your donation.  Also, when you are planning your end of year giving, the above 

mentioned items are some ways that you might want to help Mount Michael.  
Feel free to phone or e-mail with any questions, 402.253.0964 or donate@mountmichael.org.  

Thank you for your continued support to Mount Michael Benedictine!

Kimberly A. Volpone 
Development Director

    Calling all Alumni Parents! 

Bingo Hall in the Garage: the Alumni Parent Booth! 
Sign up to work Bingo with fellow alumni parents  

 contact Amanda at 402.253.0950 or events@mountmichael.org 
   

We still need Glassware for Chip Flip Booth 
Drop it off at the Development Of" ce  

  

•
•

Check out the 
Alumni Parent Information Display 

in the Bingo Hall!  



Mount Michael Chapel - Visitors are always welcome.
Daily Mass 7:15 a.m.
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.
Liturgy of the Hours
6:30 a.m. (M-F) 11:45 a.m.
5:15 p.m. 7:00 p.m. (In the Abbey)
St. Benedict Guest House
Gift Shop • Lunches • Teas • Dessert Days • Retreats
Br. Jerome Kmiecik 402-206-2069
Vocation Ministry
For information about monastic life:
Fr. John Hagemann, O.S.B., Vocation Director
402-206-2066 vocations@mountmichael.org
Oblates of St. Benedict
Br. Jerome Kmiecik, O.S.B., 402-206-2069
oblates@mountmichael.org

Alumni Association
For information about meetings/events or to report news:
Fr. John Hagemann, O.S.B. 402-206-2066
alumni@mountmichael.org
Wor ld Wide Web
www.mountmichael.org (Abbey)
www.mountmichaelhs.com (School)
www.mountmichael.net (Alumni)
Prayer Needs and Spiritual Direction
Abbot Theodore, O.S.B., 402-206-2089
School Admissions
Eric Crawford 402-253-0946
admissions@mountmichael.org
Development Of! ce
Kim Volpone 402-253-0964

Board of Direct ors  
Wil liam J. Behrendt
Eric Crawford 00’
L. John Drahota, DDS 82’
Robert D. Goldsmith
Laura Hickman
Sara York Kenny, Ph.D.
Rt. Rev. Michael Liebl, O.S.B. ‘68
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Thomas Ridder
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